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Red Hill Valley Update 

The Region's New "Compromise" Expressway May be Worse than the Old One 


The "compromise" Red Hill expressway 
adopted by regional council on July 19 is at 
least as damaging as the original six-lane 
one, and may in fact be considerably worse. 

The route is down the centre of the 
valley, the same as before, and it still 
includes six new interchanges with the one at 
Greenhill being replaced by a connection to 
Mount Albion Road at the foot of the 
escarpment (Interestingly only four of the 
interchanges are included in the price tag to 
make it appear cheaper). 

The expressway still passes through 4 
kilometres of protected Niagara Escarpment 
Plan area and it continues to require a new 
cut in the escarpment. However, because the 
new road doesn't make use of the existing 
Mount Albion access, the new cut is five 
lanes wide instead of three. In addition, there 
is no mention in the new plans of the 
promised pedestrian overpass to ensure the 
continuity of the Bruce Trail. 

In the valley, the expressway will cross 
the creek more than 20 times (Crombie's 
proposal guaranteed only one crossing). To 
make it look a little better the road planners 
are planning to move the creek in five 
separate locations to reduce the number of 
crossings to seven. These "realignments" will 
total 1700 metres (more than a mile) in 


length. The road technical report further 
admits that the "total creek stabilization 
requirement is 4000 metres" -- i.e. 4 out of 
the 7 kilometres below the escarpment. It is 
worth remembering that the concrete channel 
at Queenston Road that has blocked the 
migration of salmon in the creek is less than 
200 metres long. 

Even the claim that the new road avoids 
the provincial class one wetlands appears to 
be false. In the first place the new alignment 
passes through the wetlands from Barton 
Street to past the CNR line before swinging 
over to join the Highway 20 interchange. 
This has been done to avoid the Brampton 
Street Dump (and consequently the rest of 
the wetlands) but the herons, turtles and 
frogs should not breathe a sigh of relief. 

The design of the new interchange at 
#20 will almost certainly lead to the paving 
over of the wetlands on both sides of the 
existing QEW to construct "collector lanes", 
a fact admitted to by the road planners in 
their technical report. The problem they have 
is adding new ramps between the Highway 
20 interchange and the one at Burlington 
Street. Imagine, if you can, the addition of a 
new off-ramp for the Red Hill road 
BETWEEN the existing on-ramp from 
Burlington Street and the existing off-ramp 


By Don McLean 
for Highway 20. The two existing ramps are 
already too close together and their spacing 
actually violates Ministry of Transportation 
standards. To add a new ramp in between 
will create a killer interchange. 

On the lake side of the QEW, the 
"compromise" expressway includes an 
elevated ramp right beside Confederation 
Park. The noise from this will make much of 
the park and even Van Wagner's Beach an 
unpleasant place to visit. 

It is true that the new expressway 
doesn't go down Woodward Avenue. As one 
resident noted, it moves from the front yard 
to the back 
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However, it also has other effects on the 
Woodward community, Because the new 
expressway joins the QEW at the Highway 
20 interchange, it is likely that trucks 
travelling to and from the industrial area on 
Burlington Street will use Woodward 
Avenue as a shortcut and link to the new 
expressway at the Barton Street interchange. 

The new alignment will almost certainly 
allow the regional government to resume 
ignoring the legitimate grievances of the 
Woodward community about traffic safety 
and the odours from the sewage treatment 
plant. In addition, the toxic Brampton Street 
Dump will apparently be left for some future 
generation to deal with. 

The technical report unreasonable plays 
down the impact of the new expressway on 
other residences. While it claims that it will 
have fewer effects on homes, it doesn't 
bother to compare the noise levels coming 
from a 90 kilometre expressway to the 60 
kilometre street proposed by Crombie. 
Indeed, it appears that sound barriers planned 
for the six-lane expressway through the 
valley have been abandoned for the new 
road. 

The way in which the planners do 
compare their new expressway with the four- 
lane arterial road is particularly deceptive. 
They arbitrarily take the distance of 30 
metres as their yardstick. They note that 
Crombie’s road has 70 homes within 30 
metres of it, while their new one has only 1 
home in that position, and conclude that their 
road has fewer residential impacts. They 
conveniently forget that Crombie’s road is a 
60 km/hr arterial while theirs is a 90 km/hr 
expressway! 

Thousands of homes in the Hamilton 
area are within 30 metres of an arterial road. 
Where would you rather live — 30 metres 
from a four lane street or 300 metres from 
an expressway? 

Finally, the old six-lane expressway at 
least went through some kind of 


environmental assessment process, flawed 
though it was. The councillors have 
demanded that their new "compromise" 
expressway "not be subjected to" such an 
assessment. I wonder why? # 


Literature Summary of the 
Herpetofauna of the 
Hamilton Study Area 
Part II 

A survey of the herpetofauna of Cootes 
Paradise and Hendrie Valley, RBG was 
conducted in 1975 (Joyner 1975). This 
survey largely concentrated on wetland 
habitats, thus most of the information is 
about frogs and turtles. A great deal of 
information is provided regarding date and 
time of observation, numbers of basking 
turtles, and numbers of calling frogs versus 
numbers only observed, all of this 
information is detailed to the precise location 
at the RBG. There are also population 
estimates for turtles and frogs for the various 
marshes within Cootes Paradise and Hendrie 
Valley. 

A report on the reptiles and amphibians 
of the Niagara Escarpment Planning Area 
listed several references to HSA herpe¬ 
tofauna (Campbell 1976). Most of these 
references had already been published, 
although there was new information on 
species such as Pickerel Frog, Spotted Turtle 
and Timber Rattlesnake. 

In "Oriskany of Ontario" (1977), Judd 
wrote about an encounter with a Black Rat 
Snake near Nelles Comers. A subsequent 
feasibility study for salvage of the Oriskany 
flora, provided a list of herpetofauna (de 
Boer et al, 1982) This list was compiled by 
local resident M. Furber and contained 
species which had been observed by Furber 
between July 1979 and July 1980. The list 
contained nine species including Black Rat 


Snake, Smooth Green Snake and Ribbon 
Snake. 

In the summer of 1977, three 
management studies were conducted for 
Environmentally Sensitive Areas (ESA) in 
three different Regions/Counties. All of 
these studies produced herpetofaunal lists for 
their respective areas. At Irish Creek forest 
ESA (Puslinch), only nine "herp" species 
were found including the Pickerel Frog 
(Brobst & Eagles 1977). At the Beverly 
Sparrow Field, Hyde and Rockton Tracts 
ESA, there were only 10 species reported 
including the Smooth Green Snake and the 
Blue-spotted Salamander (Tobias & Eagles 
1977). Also included was an unverified 
report of a rattlesnake killed by a landowner. 
At Galt Ridge-Beake Pond (Taylor Lake) 
ESA (N. Dumfries), 20 species of herpe¬ 
tofauna were located (Ralph & Eagles 1977) 
including Jefferson Salamander, Pickerel 
frog, Ribbon Snake, Northern Water Snake 
and Smooth Green Snake. Ralph and Eagles 
(1977) stated that this site probably had the 
highest herpetofaunal diversity of any site in 
Waterloo Region. Also in 1977, a survey of 
the lower Grindstone Creek watershed 
produced a short list of herpetofauna 
including the Milk Snake (Lockhart 1977). 

Biological inventories of Halton Region 
conservation Authority properties were 
conducted in 1979 (Paton & Sharp 1979) 
and in 1980 (Sharp 1980). In 1979, 
properties studied were Hilton Falls C. A., 
Ciawford Lake C. A., Rattlesnake Point C. 
A., Twiss forestry Tract, Bums Nature Area 
(all Milton), Esquesing C. A., Tirion Tract 
(both Halton Hills), Sixteen Mile Creek 
Valley (Oakville), Mt. Nemo C. A. 
(Burlington) and Mountsberg C. A. 
(Flamborough-Puslinch). In 1980, properties 
studied were Mountsberg C.A., Tirion Tract, 
McCrodan Tract (Puslinch), Bums Nature 
Area and Shanahan Tract (Milton). There 
was no systematic survey for herpetofauna 
and the majority of records were casual 
observations made while conducting other 
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tasks. Nonetheless, important data on the 
occurrence of members of the Jefferson 
Salamander complex was obtained, as all 
specimens encountered were collected and 
determined by Dr. J.P. Bogart at the 
University of Guelph. Additionally, 
uncommon species such as Ribbon Snake, 
Pickerel Frog and Smooth Green Snake were 
recorded. Overall, 24 species of herpeto- 
fauna were recorded, although the Musk 
Turtle (Stinkpot) record is probably not 
valid. Hilton Falls C. A., with 21 species, 
had the most diverse herpetofauna of all the 
areas studied. 

A report on the natural resources of the 
Fletcher Creek swamp Forest (Crieff bog) 
(Puslinch) listed 16 species of herpetofauna 
found during an inventory in 1981 (Eagles & 
Gewurz 1982). Maps disclosed the exact 
location of each herpetofaunal observation. 
Most prominent among the species were 
Pickerel Frog, Ribbon Snake, and Smooth 
Green Snake. 

A biological inventory of the RBG 
properties was conducted from 1984-1985. 
The herpetofaunal portion of this inventory 
recorded 18 species (Bishop 1986). Notable 
among these species was the observation of 
a Spiny Softshell on two dates in August 
1984 at Valley Inn. Extensive field research 
was conducted on the nesting ecology and 
density of Snapping Turtles in West Pond, 
Cootes Paradise (Bishop 1986, Galbraith et 
al. 1988). This research has carried on to 
the present and has expanded. Snapping 
Turtles eggs have been examined for 
environmental contaminants from West Pond 
and from Grindstone Creek (Struger et al. in 
press). High levels of contaminants from 
both of these sites have been linked with a 
high incidence of mild hatchling deformities 
(Bishop et al. 1991). Current research of the 
West Pond population has focused on 
radiotelemetry studies to determine Snapping 
Turtle movements (Pettit et al. in prep.). 

Other research on HSA herpetofauna has 
concentrated on members of the Jefferson 


Salamander complex. Weller (1980) 
conducted a life history study of a population 
of the Jefferson Salamander at Erindale 
College (Mississauga) from 1974-78. 
Bogart et al. (1989) collected female 
"Silvery Salamanders" from breeding ponds 
in the Dundas Valley to conduct experiments 
to determine the mode of breeding and gene 
exchange in Ambystoma salamanders. 

A biological inventory of the Six 
Nations I.R. was conducted in 1985 
(Chamberlain et al. 1985) and only 10 
species of herpetofauna were recorded. 
However, the Smooth Green Snake was 
found at two locations (photographed). 
There was also a report of a Black Rat 
Snake although no details were provided and 
the record remains unsubstantiated. 

There have been references to HSA 
herpetofauna in several unpublished status 
reports of rare Ontario species. A status 
report of the Black Rat Snake in Ontario 
discussed the population at Oriskany 
(Haldimand) in considerable detail 
(Campbell 1977c). A report on the range, 
ecology and status of the Queen Snake in 
Canada listed records from the Grand River 
within the HSA (Campbell 1977b). A report 
on the range, ecology and status of the 
Pickerel Frog in Canada examined Pickerel 
Frogs from four locations in the HSA south 
of Cambridge (Campbell 1977a). A survey 
of Queen Snakes in southwestern Ontario 
found Queen Snakes at two known locations 
in the HSA as well as one new location 
along the Grand River (Campbell & Perrin 
1979). A status report on the Spiny 
Softshell in Canada discussed the occurrence 
of the species at the western end of Lake 
Ontario and listed all known observations 
(Campbell & Donaldson 1980). A report on 
the status of the Spotted Turtle in Canada 
listed two unconfirmed sightings for the 
HSA (Oldham 1982). A status report for the 
Wood Turtle in Ontario discussed the Bronte 
Creek population and the Desjardin's Canal 
occurrence (Obbard 1985). A report on the 


status of the Jefferson Salamander in Canada 
listed the occurrence of the species from 17 
sites within the HSA (Weller 1985), A draft 
status report on the Northern Dusky 
Salamander in Ontario included two 
unsubstantiated sight records from within the 
HSA (Kamstra 1990). 

There have also been several small notes 
that have appeared in the Wood Duck or 
Canadian Field-Naturalist regarding local 
herpetofaunal observations including: 
Redbelly Snake (Meyers 1964); Redbelly 
Snake (Broker 1974); winter Green Frog 
(Wormington 1978); winter Green Frog 
(Mackenzie 1988); winter Red-spotted 
Newts (Curry 1988); Wolf Spider predation 
of Blue-spotted Salamander (McLister & 
Lamond 1991); and albinistic Spotted and 
Redback Salamanders (Rye 1991). sfc 


President’s Message 

By John Struger 
At the request of the Board of Directors of 
the HNC, 1 sent the following letter to all 
members of Hamilton—Wentworth Regional 
Council. The content also formed the basis 
of a presentation I made on the Red Hill 
issue on July 6th before members of the 
Regional Transportation Services 
Committee. 

Great communities and cities are the 
home of visionary and compassionate 
citizens who realize that economic and social 
stability, and sustainability are linked closely 
to environmental and ecological 
responsibility. What type of community 
would we live in had our predecessors failed 
to protect the escarpment, the beach, sections 
of the Harbour, and natural areas such as the 
Red Hill Valley and the Dundas Valley. 
These interconnected natural features form 
the living backbone of our community. 
Without them our city would be a bleak 
urban mass of concrete, brick, and asphalt 
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whose costs are measured both in human 
terms and in demands for public services 
which increasingly strain government 
budgets. 

The Hamilton Naturalists' Club is a 600 
member organization that for the past 75 
years has been instrumental in preserving 
many natural areas in the Region of 
Hamilton—Wentworth, such as Cootes 
Paradise and the Escarpment. We believe 
that we are well qualified to express our 
concerns regarding the future of the Red Hill 
Valley. The fourteen member Board of the 
Hamilton Naturalists' Club has instructed me 
to strongly convey our view that Hamilton's 
historical tendency of environmental 
destruction must be halted and reversed. We 
accept the need for a resolution of the long 
and divisive north—south transportation 
corridor debate, but this must be based on 
sound planning, engineering, and 
environmental principles. We believe that 
the Crombie compromise proposal endorsed 
by the provincial government (a four—lane 
arterial road with at—grade intersections) 
offers a reasonable solution to this issue, 
provided that the concerns of the residents in 
the Woodward Avenue and other affected 
communities are fairly addressed and that the 
proposal is subjected to an environmental 
assessment process. However, any major 
alteration of this compromise, such as the 
provision of interchanges, which further 
degrades the environmental integrity of the 
Valley is not acceptable. 

If this region is to complete its break 
with a polluted past, and become a centre of 
environmental excellence and worthy of the 
United Nations designation as a Local 
Agenda 21 Model Community, then the few 
remaining natural areas, and especially the 
Red Hill Valley, must be protected and 
enhanced. We call on you to choose to be 
part of a vision that respects the environ¬ 
ment, and helps create a reputation for our 
community that future generations of 
Hamiltonians can be proud of. Prosperity is 


not just measured in economic growth, but 
by how our community respects the less 
fortunate, and the natural environment. Big 
cities may build expressways, but great cities 
thrive on a sense of community, belonging, 
and caring. The Red Hill Valley has been 
part of our community from the very 
beginning of human settlement in this area, 
nurturing both Native peoples and the 
earliest pioneer settlements. Do not be 
misled by those who focus on the past abuse 
and downplay the valley's historical, 
ecological, social, and economic importance. 
Visionaries in our community have had the 
foresight to preserve other natural areas for 
the long-term enjoyment of the citizenry, 
and this positive legacy must continue with 
the enhancement and continued protection of 
the Red Hill Valley. 

Long-term economic development 
cannot occur without human and 
environmental resource protection. 
Economic development programs and 
programs supporting good environmental 
quality are not adversarial, but go hand in 
hand. If Hamilton—Wentworth wishes to 
attract new people and industry, an active 
role to protect local natural resources is just 
common sense. New residents and new 
companies are attracted to envrironmentally 
healthful communities. 

I implore you to make 
Hami 1 ton — W entworth a more 
environmentally healthy community by 
accepting the Crombie proposal and 
protecting the Red Hill Valley. 

Whatever the position you adopt with 
respect to the Crombie proposal, we request 
a written explanation so that we can inform 
our members of your stand on this decisive 
decision respecting natural areas and the 
environmental future of this region. 




Welcome New Members 

The HNC extends a warm welcome to the 
following new members who have joined 
the Club since April. 

Corrie Almack 
Richard Barnes 
James and Barbara Brown 
Brian Campbell 

Christine Keith and Sean Dougay 

John Gallo 

Bruce N. Macintosh 

Joe Murray 

Jim Purnell 

Patricia Risk 

Kirk Sauer 

Gary Wells 

Rosalie Yaremko 


Reminder 

Memberships are due 
September 1st unless 
paid after April 1, 
1994 , in which case 
they are due 
September 7, 
1995. Please be prompt 
with your membership renewal as the dues 
are needed to fund the work done by the 
Club on your behalf. Thanks / 
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HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB 
MINUTES of the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


September 1994 


October 4, 1993 

1. Call to Order 

The Annual General Meeting of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club was called to order on October 4th, 1993 at the Royal Botanical Gardens 
Centre auditorium. 


2. Appointment of Chairperson and Secretary 

Moved by Don McLean and seconded by Wolfgang Luft that John Struger act as chairperson and that Margaret Walton act as secretary for 
the meeting. Canried. 

3. Quorum 

Notice having been given to all members pursuant to The Wood Duck and there being at least 30 members present, the Annual Meeting 
was declared duly constituted. 

4. Minutes of the last Annual Meeting 

Moved by Margaret Walton and seconded by Hazel Broker that the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 5th October 1992 be 
accepted as published in the September 1993 issue of The Wood Duck. Carried. 

In accordance with the practice of the last few years, a detailed account of the various activities of the Club was published in the 
September issue of The Wood Duck. There were no questions which any member wanted to ask concerning those activities. There were 
no questions of any kind which a member wanted to ask. As a consequence, the meeting was confined to the legal requirements of our 
annual meeting. 

5. Treasurer's Report 

(a) Financial Statements 

The Treasurer, Brian Burgon, presented the Financial Statements for the fiscal year ending April 30, 1993. Moved by Brian Burgon and 
seconded by Betty Blashill that the Treasurer's Report be accepted. Carried. 

(b) Appointment of Auditor 

Moved by Brian Burgon and seconded by Don McLean that the firm of Price Waterhouse be nominated as auditors of this Corporation for 
the fiscal year ending April 30, 1994 at a remuneration to be fixed by the Board of Directors, and that the Board be hereby authorized to 
fix such remumeration. Carried. 


6. Confirmation of Actions of Executive 

Moved by Don McLean and seconded by Norm Ralston that all acts, contracts, by-laws, proceedings, appointments, elections, and 
payments enacted, made, done, and taken by the Directors and Officers of the Corporation since the annual meeting of the Corporation 
held October 5, 1992 and referred to in the minutes of the meetings of the Board of Directors, or in the annual reports of the Corporation, 
be approved, ratified and confirmed. Carried. 

7. Nominating Committee Report 

There being no further nominations having been received by the Secretary prior to Oct. 1 as required by the Club by-laws, it was moved 
by Doug McCallum and seconded by Marg Walton that the following list of persons, who had previously consented to act in such capacity, 
be nominated as directors of the Corporation to hold office until the first annual meeting of the Corporation or until their successors have 
been elected, or appointed, subject to the provisions of the Corporation's by-laws and the Business Corporation Act 1982 namely: 
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John Struger 
Brian Burgon 
Patricia Gilbert 
Margaret Walton 
Brian Wylie 
John Fischer 
Doris Rundle 
Lyn Hanna-Folkes 
Doug McCallum 
Jean Stollard 
Doug Kay 
Roslynn Price 
Wolfgang Luft 


Program & Jr.Nats 

Field Events 

Sanctuaries 

Social 

Education 

Past President 

Wood Duck 

Conservation 

Publicity 

Membership 


Carried. 


Moved by Doug McCallum and seconded by Lyn Hanna-Folkes that the following persons hold office in the Corporation for the coming year 
or until their successors are elected or appointed namely 


Past President 
President 
Vice President 
Treasurer 


Doug McCallum 
John Struger 
Patricia Gilbert 
Brian Burgon 


Carried. 

It was noted that the Nominating Committee had not yet secured an appointment for Secretary and would continue its efforts to complete the 
slate. 

8. Adjournment 

The annual meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm. $ 


The HNC has received a very warm 
letter of praise for our herp atlasing work 
and the resulting book. The Reptiles of the 
Hamilton Area by Bill Lamond. The letter 
is from Francis R. Cook, who was Curator 
of Herpetology at the National Museums of 
Canada for two decades. Mr. Cook has 
conducted field work in every province and 
his Introduction to Canadian Amphibians 
and Reptiles is considered to be the defini¬ 
tive text in the field. His letter follows: 


Dear HNC: 

I was extremely pleased to receive the 
copy of "The Reptiles and Amphibians of the 
Hamilton Area: An historical summary and 
results of the Hamilton Herpetofaunal Atlas" 
by William G. Lamond, that I had earlier 
ordered. 

This is a great contribution and please 
pass on my congratulations to the author 
Lamond and accept them yourselves for a 
great effort. This will be useful to herpe¬ 


tologists and conservationists far beyond 
your area and should serve as a model for 
other regions. 

* 

Sincerely 
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Chanered Accountants 


Price Waterhouse 

Auditors’Report June 21,1994 

To the Members of the 
Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 

We have audited the balance sheet of Hamilton Naturalists’ Club as at April 30, 1994 and the 
statement of revenue and expenditures and surplus for the year then ended. These financial 
statements are the responsibility of the Club’s management. Our responsibility is to express an 
opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. 

Except as explained in the following paragraph, we conducted our audit in accordance with 
generally accepted auditing standards, Those standards require that we plan and perform an 
audit to obtain reasonable assurance whether the financial statements are free of material 
misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and 
disclosures in the financial statements, An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles 
used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial 
statement presentation. 

In common with many charitable organizations, the Club derives income from donations and 
fundraising activities, the completeness of which is not susceptible of satisfactory audit verification. 
Accordingly, our verification of donation and fundraising income was limited to the amounts 
recorded in the records of the Club, and we were not able to determine whether any adjustments 
might be necessary to donations and fundraising income, assets and surplus. 

In our opinion, except for the effect of adjustments, if any, which we might have determined to be 
necessary had we been able to satisfy ourselves concerning the completeness of the donations 
and fundraising income referred to in the preceding paragraph, these financial statements present 
fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the Club as at April 30, 1994 and the results 
of its operations for the year then ended in accordance with generally accepted accounting 
principles. 


Chartered Accountants 


Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 

Balance Sheet 





April 30 

1994 1993 

Net assets 

Cash in bank 

Term deposits 

Accrued interest 

Accounts receivable 

Capital assets (Note 2) 

Accrued liabilities 

Deferred revenue (Note 3) 

$ 

12,533 

75,004 

1,609 

992 

4 

(4,276) 

(2,170) 

$ 32,860 
75,604 
2,058 
1,362 
4 

(5,531) 

(3,280) 


$ 

83,696 

$103,077 

Comprised of 

Restricted surplus (Note 4) 

Unrestricted surplus 

$ 

25,000 

58,696 

$ 25,000 
78,077 


$ 

83,696 

$103,077 


Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 

Statement of Revenue and Expenditures and Surplus 



Year ended April 30 


1994 

1993 

Revenue 

Membership fees 

$ 7,989 

$ 7,670 

Project grants 

19,962 

106,088 

Grants received in trust (Note 7) 

17,000 

- 

Donations and bequests 

13,712 

11,138 

Fundraising 

29,064 

35,500 

Interest 

4,788 

6,337 

Other 

5,475 

2,683 


97,990 

169,416 

Expenditures 

Project salaries and benefits 

9,996 

47,587 

Other project expenses 

3,260 

4,074 

Naturally Hamilton brochure 

155 

9,787 

Fundraising expenses 

4,243 

4,828 

Sanctuary property 

- 

88,116 

Sanctuary property tax (net) 

997 

(444) 

Office and administration 

2,415 

9,527 

General meetings 

2,043 

1,855 

Newsletter 

4,461 

3,181 

Publicity 

1,039 

- 

Equipment 

119 

1,116 

Legal and audit 

3,009 

3,288 

Lower Grand River Land Trust (Note 7) 

17,000 

- 

Donations 

Project Paradise (Note 6) 

32,300 

- 

Other 

28,260 

14,556 

Other 

8,074 

2,527 


117,371 

189,998 

Deficiency of revenue over expenditures 

(19,381) 

(20,582) 

Surplus, beginning of year 

103,077 

123,659 

Surplus, end of year 

$ 83,696 

$103,077 

Comprised of 

Restricted surplus (Note 4) 

$ 25,000 

$ 25,000 

Unrestricted surplus 

58,696 

78,077 


$ 83,696 

$103,077 



Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 

Statement of Revenue and Expenditures 
and Surplus (Deficit) by Fund - Schedule 1 
Year ended April 30,1994 


Natural Areas 



General 

Sanctuary 

Endowment 

Conservation 

Inventory 

Walkathon 

Total 

Revenue 

Membership fees 

$ 7,639 

$ - 

$ 

350 

$ - 

$ - 

$ - 

$ 7,989 

Project grants 

- 

523 


- 

18,439 

1,000 

- 

19,962 

Grants received in trust (Note 7) 

- 

- 


- 

17,000 

- 

- 

17,000 

Donations and bequests 

2,900 

9,719 


- 

1,093 

- 

- 

13,712 

Fundraising 

679 

1,117 


- 

884 

- 

26,384 

29,064 

Interest 

434 

2,906 


469 

437 

- 

542 

4,788 

Other 

2,376 

- 


- 

445 

2,204 

450 

5,475 


14,028 

14,265 


819 

38,298 

3,204 

27,376 

97,990 

Expenditures 

Project salaries and benefits 

$ - 

$ - 

$ 

- 

$6,464 

$ 3,532 

$ - 

$ 9,996 

Other project expenses 

- 

- 


- 

488 

2,772 

- 

3,260 

Naturally Hamilton brochure 

- 

- 


- 

155 

- 

- 

155 

Fundraising expenses 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

4,243 

4,243 

Sanctuary property tax (net) 

- 

997 


- 

- 

- 

- 

997 

Office and administration 

1,835 

580 


- 

- 

- 

- 

2,415 

General meetings 

2,043 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

2,043 

Newsletter 

4,461 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

4,461 

Publicity 

1,039 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

1,039 

Equipment 

- 

119 


- 

- 

- 

- 

119 

Legal and audit 

2,493 

140 


- 

320 

(204) 

260 

3,009 

Lower Grand River Land Trust (Note 7) 

- 


- 

17,000 

- 

- 

17,000 

Donations 

Project Paradise (Note 6) 

- 

- 


- 

15,200 

- 

17,100 

32,300 

Other 

- 

- 


- 

2,350 

- 

25,910 

28,260 

Other 

4,488 

- 


1 

3,585 

- 

- 

8,074 


16,359 

1,836 


1 

45,562 

6,100 

47,513 

117,371 


Excess (deficiency) of 


revenue over expenditures 

(2,331) 

12,429 

818 

(7,264) 

(2,896) 

(20,137) 

(19,381) 

Net transfers between funds 

660 

- 

(660) 

(1,977) 

1,485 

492 

- 

Surplus (deficit), beginning of year 

$ 8,871 

$ 40,422 

$ 5,970 

$27,361 

$ (654) 

$21,107 

$103,077 

Surplus (deficit), end of year 

$ 7,200 

$ 52,851 

$ 6,128 

$18,120 

$ (2,065) 

$ 1,462 

$ 83,696 

Comprised of 

Restricted surplus 

Unrestricted surplus (deficit) 

$ - 
7,200 

$25,000 

27,851 

$ - 
6,128 

$ - 
18,120 

$ 

(2,065) 

$ - 
1,462 

$ 25,000 
58,696 


$ 7,200 

$ 52,851 

$6,128 

$8,120 

$ (2,065) 

$ 1,462 

$ 83,696 











Hamilton Naturalists' Club 


Notes to Financial Statements 

April 30, 1994 _ 

1. Significant accounting policies 
Capital assets 

Expenditures for fixed assets are charged to expense as incurred. 

Pledges 

Donations pledged are not recorded in the financial statements until they are received. 

Donated materials and services 

The value of donated materials and services is not recorded in the financial statements. 

2. Capital assets 


Spooky Hollow Sanctuary, at nominal value 
Spooky Hollow Sanctuary Addition, at nominal value 
Short Hills Wilderness Area, at nominal value 
Equipment, at nominal value 


1994 1993 

SI $1 


S 4 s 4 


During 1994, the Club purchased equipment amounting to $119 which was charged to 
expense. In the prior year, the Club purchased equipment and sanctuary property amounting 
to $1,116 and $88,116 respectively which were charged to expense. 

3. Dafarrad revenue 

The Club has received deposits for the sale of the Hamilton-Wentworth Natural Areas Inventory 
Report currently being compiled by the Club. One-half of the deposits received are potentially 
refundable if volume one of the report is not completed. Accordingly refundable deposits 
amounting to $2,170 have not been included in revenue. 

4. Restricted surplus 

The Sanctuary fund includes an endowment of $25,000 which must be maintained by the Club 
at all times. 

5. Endowment fund 

The Endowment fund represents life membership fees received by the Club. The Club may 
transfer amounts out of the Endowment fund for general Club operations. The amount 
transferred is calculated as the number of lifetime members times the prevailing annual 
membership fee. 

6. Significant transactions 

During 1994 the Club disbursed $15,200 and $17,100 from the Conservation and Walkathon 
funds respectively as contributions to the Hamilton Harbour and Cootes Paradise remediation 
projects. 

7. Lower Grand River Land Trust 

During 1994 the Club acted as charitable trustee for the Lower Grand River Land Trust (’the 
Trust’). As trustee the Club accepted $17,000 in funding from various foundations and in turn 
contributed this amount to the Trust. 

8. income tax status 

The Club is a registered charity and is exempt from income tax provided it continues to expend 
the specified amounts on charitable activities. 

9. Restatement of prior year figures 

Certain figures from the prior year have been restated for comparative purposes. 



The Wood Duck 


September 1994 


MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Monday, September 12, 8:00 p.m. 

Location: RBG Centre 

680 Plains Rd West 
Burlington 

The Hidden Side of 
Nature 

Michael Runiz 

Monday, October 3, 8:00 p.m. 

Location: RBG Centre 

680 Plains Rd. West 
Burlington 

Members Night/ AGM 
Reptiles & Amphibians of 
Hamilton-Wentworth 

Bruce Mackenzie 

Monday, September 19, 7:30 p.m. 

BIRD STUDY GROUP 

Location: RBG Nature Centre, 

Arboretum, 

Old Guelph Rd. 

Dundas 

This is an informal but interesting meeting 
featuring a discussion of recent bird 
sightings, an identification session and a 
workshop, film or set of slides about some 
aspect of birds. If you're a beginner 
birdwatcher, come out to learn more about 
birds. If you're an expert birder, come out 
to share your knowledge and enthusiasm 
This month will feature: 

- to be announced 
Organizer: Bruce Duncan 1-519- 
622-4709 

Thursday, September 22, 7:30 p.m. 

PLANT STUDY GROUP 

Location: Gage Park Depot, 

(near Greenhouses), 

Hamilton. 


The Plant Study Group is an informal 
meeting of those interested in plants and who 
wish to share ideas and learn more about this 
fascinating aspect of the natural world. 
Whether a beginner or a seasoned botanist, 
come out and enjoy the lively discussions. 
This month will feature: 

-to be announced 

Organizer: Marg Walton 1-905-627-7361 


UPCOMING EVENTS 

Monday September 5 3:00 p.m. 

Free Folk, Family & Fiddle 
Music 

Don't stew in a long weekend traffic jam 
when you could be attending the second 
annual Labour Day folk concert put on by 
Friends of Red Hill Valley and Bay area 
musicians. Mt. Albion Conservation Area 
(comer Mt. Brow and Mud St.). Hikes at 
3 pm, hot dogs and com 5-6 pm, music 
from 6-8 pm. For more information call: 
525-7935 or 664-8796 

Wednesday September 7 9 a.m and 3 
p.m. 

Volunteer Planting Day 
Assist in the rehabilitation of the head¬ 
waters of Spencer Creek and the establish¬ 
ment of a Prairie at Christie Conservation 
Area by planting wildflowers. Meet at 
Shaver Poultry Farm at 9 a m. and Christie 
at 3:30 p.m. For more information contact: 
Lyn Hanm-Folkes 648-1945 

Sunday September 18 8:00 a.m. 

Fall Migrants 

Join one of our local experts for this 
annual driving tour of the Hamilton area to 
look for early fall migrant birds. We 
should see warblers, shorebirds, hawks and 
possibly jaegers or other rare gulls if 
conditions are right. Meet at Dundum 
Castle on York Blvd. in Hamilton for car 
pooling. Bring a lunch. 

Leader: Kevin McLaughlin 549-7057 


Sunday September 18 10:00 a.m. 

Hawk Cliff 

This full day event will include 
'live-in-the-hand' demonstrations at 11 am 
and 2 pm. Bring a lunch. Call Bruce for 
directions to Hawk Cliff. 

Leader: Bruce Duncan 519-622-4709 

Friday, September 23 - Sunday, Sept¬ 
ember 25 

Presqu’ile Provincial Park 
Join us for a fall camping trip. Fall 
wildflowers and birds should be abundant. 
Call to reserve. 

Leader: Brian Wylie 627-4601 

Monday October 10 10:00 a.m. 

Fall Colours of Red Hill 
Leaders: Don McLean 664-8796 
John Struger 547-5116 

Saturday October 15 9 a.m. 

Fall in Short Hills 

Leader: Lyn Hanna-Folkes 648-1945 

Saturday October 29 1 p.m. 

Autumn in the Dundas Valley 
Leader: Dean Gugler 528-7169 

Sunday October 30 8:30 a.m. 

Fall Clean-up at Spooky Hollow 
Leader: John Fischer 643-3837 (evenings) 
336-4961 (days) 


The June WOOD DUCK was assembled and 
mailed by:- 

Jo Harschnitz 
Norm Pomfret 
Norm and Marg Ralston 
Jim Stollard 
Phyllis Vair 
Thanks everyone! 
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The Hamilton Naturalists' Club promotes public interest in the study, conservation and appreciation of our natural 
heritage. Meetings are held monthly from September to May inclusive and visitors are always welcome. 

Outdoor field events are scheduled for every month and a complete listing for the entire season may be obtained 
from the Membership Director. The Hamilton Naturalists' Club is a registered charitable organization and all 
donations above the regular membership fee are tax deductible. 

1994 Membership Fees: 


Life Member.$350.00 

Active Member. 20.00 

Active Senior Member. 17.00 

Joint Members. 30.00 

Joint Senior Members. 25.00 

Family Membership. 35.00 

Student Member. 10.00 

Corresponding Member. 15.00 

Junior Nats. 20.00 

Honorary Life Member. None 


HNC BOARD OF DIRECTORS 1993-94 


Past President: 


Conservation: 


Doug McCallum 

383-9844 

Doug Kay 

628-1072 

President: 


Sancturay: 


John Struger 

547-5116 

John Fischer 

Days 336-4961 




Eves 643-3837 

Vice-President: 


Education: 


Patricia Gilbert 

945-1907 

Lyn Hanna-Folkes 

648-1945 

Secretary: 


Program and Jr. Naturalists: 

Betty Blashill 

664-8796 

Margaret Walton 

627-7361 

Treasurer: 


Field Events: 


Brian Burgon 

648-6153 

Brian Wylie 

627-4601 

Membership: 


Publicity: 


Wolfgang Luft 

681-2276 

Roslynne Price 

681-2276 

Wood Duck Editor: 


Social: 


Jean Stollard 

634-3538 

Doris Rundle 

561-8333 


THE WOOD DUCK is the official publication of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club and is produced by volunteer 
members of the Club. THE WOOD DUCK is published nine times yearly from September to May inclusive and 
it is mailed free to members. 

Contributions for publication are most welcome and should be addressed to the Editor: Jean Stollard, 457-7 
Woodview Road., Burlington ON L7N 2Z9. Articles word processed on computer disk in IBM format while 
appreciated, are not necessary. Deadline for receipt of material is the first of the month preceding publication 
date. Articles may be reprinted without permission but credit lines must be included. Articles in the WOOD 
DUCK reflect the views of the authors and are not necessarily the views endorsed by the Hamilton Naturalists' 
Club 

Send noteworthy bird records to: Rob Dobos, 178 Cedarbrae Ave., Waterloo, ON N2S 4L3 
The WOOD DUCK is printed on re-cycled paper. 













